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Kolkata CMS VATAVARAN addresses Challenges to Biodiversity of West Bengal from Climate Change
For Immediate Release

Kolkata, December 05, 2012: CMS Environment organised the third day of the Biodiversity Film Festival and Forum at Loreto Day School and West Bengal Pollution Control Board’s auditorium. The highlights of the 3rd day of the biodiversity film festival & forum were green film screenings and a panel discussion on challenges to biodiversity from climate change.
Green Film Screenings

About six films on diverse topics i.e. biodiversity, tiger conservation and environment conservation were screened during the day at West Bengal Pollution Control Board and Loreto Day School. The films shown during the day included: Sacred Eggs | Home – Our Garden of Eden | Lost Home | My Home is Green | Crumple| Tiger Queen. The screening witnessed a packed house of around 2000 school students of Class VI – XII from different schools in Kolkata including Loreto Day Schiool and Ambika Soudamini Girls School.
Sr Igora Pinto, Principal, Loreto Day School, Sealdah remarked, “More of such films shown by CMS VATAVARAN will help our youth to become aware of challenges being faced by our planet earth and all God’s beautiful creation.”

Panel Discussion on Challenges to Biodiversity from Climate Change
Another important highlight of the day was a Panel Discussion on Challenges to Biodiversity of West Bengal from Climate Change which was organised in collaboration with West Bengal Pollution Control Board and West Bengal Biodiversity Board at their campus. The programme was chaired by Dr A K Sanyal, Chairman, West Bengal Biodiversity Board with Dr Punysloke Bhaduri, Associate Professor from IISERK as the moderator. Prof B K Dutta, Chairman, West Bengal Pollution Control Board inaugurated the programme. The other eminent panelists were Dr Ashish Ghosh, Former Director, ZSI; Dr Anurag Danda, Head-Climate Adaptation and Sundarbans Landscape WWF-India and Ms Ajanta Dey, Joint Secretary, Nature Environment & Wildlife Society. 
The topics discussed were: Adaptation to Climate Change based on Agro-biodiversity for Food Security; Plan for Gangetic Delta wrt Sunderban/ Delta Vision and Community model of mangrove afforestation: scope and challenges in Sunderbans. 
Prof B K Dutta, Chairman, West Bengal Pollution Control Board during the discussion mentioned “Much has been told about climate change but little has been materialised. The global concern about climate change will be enhanced by highlighting its serious effect on biodiversity and this will motivate people to take positive action to mitigate climate change for conservation of biodiversity.” 
“West Bengal being unique in its location resulting very rich in biodiversity, the concern on impact of climate change on the state biodiversity is very much pertinent. The panel discussion has given definite inputs towards addressing the challenges in the state through active participation of civil societies. The programme is definitely a successful one and it will certainly send message to the stakeholders.” Dr A K Sanyal, Chairman, West Bengal Biodiversity Board     

Dr Anurag Danda commenting on the topic said, “This is an extremely important subject to be taken up although we have lost precious time, it is never too late.”
“Kolkata cannot survive without mangroves in Sunderban. CMS VATAVARAN has done a great job in highlighting the issue”, Ms Ajanta Dey.
Dr Punyasloke Bhadury, the programme moderator said “Climate Change will have a disastrous impact on biodiversity. Therefore it is extremely important to find ways to conserve biodiversity and reduce the impact of climate change.”
The panel discussion was attended by teachers/ faculty/ Principals from schools & colleges, media agencies, civil societies, corporate and government bodies, etc. Participating institutions/ organisations were Ambika Soudamini Girls School, Loreto Day, Young Explorers Institute, Sundarban Development Board, AICWC Buniyadi Bidyapith Girls High School, Kodalia Girls High School, Sarat Chandra Institute, Garden Reach Nut Behari Das Girls High School, Purba Kalikata Adarsh Vidyamandir, Kasba Jagadish Vidyapith, VIP Nagar High School, Azad Hind News, Indian Express, Ek Din, Hindustan Times, Sanmarg, The Bengal Post, IISERK, Purba Kalikata Adarsha Vidyamandir, Nature Environment & Wildlife Society, Xerox India Ltd, etc.

The highlights of tomorrow’s programme include:

December 06, 2012

Green Film Screenings for school children and general audience

Venue: WBPCB Auditorium, West Bengal Pollution Control Board | 

Time: 12:00 pm – 01:30 pm

For more information contact: 

Priya Verma Talwar | Festival Coordinator, CMS - Environment 
CMS, Research House, Saket Community Centre, New Delhi – 110017, India

M: +91 98999 79165 | P: +91 11 26864020 (Ext. 222) | E: priya@cmsindia.org  www.cmsvatavaran.org
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